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E8. Stormwater – Discharge and diversion  

E8.1. Background 

The stormwater provisions are broadly divided into two groups. Stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas is either: 

• diverted and directed to a stormwater network or the combined sewer network; or 

• diverted and discharged to land, water or the coastal marine area.   

The rules in this section regulate the diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas into or onto land or into water or into the coastal marine area pursuant 
to sections 14 and 15 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

For structures and occupation within the coastal marine area refer to F2 Coastal – 
General Coastal Marine Zone.  

E8.2. Objectives [rcp/rp] 

 

The objectives are located in E1 Water quality and integrated management and E2 
Water quantity, allocation and use. 

E8.3. Policies [rcp/rp] 

 

The policies are located in E1 Water quality and integrated management and E2 Water 
quantity, allocation and use. 

E8.4. Activity table 

 

Table E8. 4.1 Activity table specifies the activity status for stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas directed into a stormwater network or a combined sewer, or the 
diversion and discharge of stormwater onto or into land or into water or the coastal 
marine area pursuant to sections 9(2), 14 and 15 of the Resource Management Act 
1991. This also includes the diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas onto or into land or into water or to the coastal marine area pursuant to 
sections 14 and 15 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

  

[The regional coastal plan [rcp] provisions (for activities or resources in the coastal marine area) are not operative until the Minister of 
Conservation has formally approved the regional coastal plan part of the Auckland Unitary Plan.] 

[The regional coastal plan [rcp] provisions (for activities or resources in the coastal marine area) are not operative until the Minister of 
Conservation has formally approved the regional coastal plan part of the Auckland Unitary Plan.] 

[The regional coastal plan [rcp] provisions (for activities or resources in the coastal marine area) are not operative until the Minister of 
Conservation has formally approved the regional coastal plan part of the Auckland Unitary Plan.] 
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Table E8.4.1 Activity table 

Activity Activity 
status 

Diversion of stormwater runoff from lawfully established impervious areas 
directed into an authorised stormwater network or a combined sewer network 
pursuant to section 14 of the Resource Management Act 1991 [rp] 
(A1) Diversion of stormwater runoff from lawfully established impervious 

areas directed into an authorised stormwater network or a 
combined sewer network that complies with Standard E8.6.2.1. 

P 

(A2) Diversion of stormwater runoff from lawfully established impervious 
areas directed into an authorised stormwater network or a 
combined sewer network that does not comply with Standard 
E8.6.2.1 

RD 

Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious areas onto or into 
land or into water or to the coastal marine area pursuant to sections 14 and 15 of 
the Resource Management Act 1991 [rcp/rp] 
(A3) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from lawfully 

established impervious areas as of 30 September 2013 not 
directed to a stormwater network or a combined sewer network 
that complies with Standard E8.6.1 and Standard E8.6.2.2  

P 

(A4) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious 
areas up to 5,000m2 of road (which include road ancillary areas 
that are part of a road, motorway or state highway operated by a 
road controlling authority) or rail corridor that complies with 
Standard E8.6.1 and Standard E8.6.2.3. 

P 

 (A5) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from additional 
impervious areas greater than 5,000m2 of road (which include road 
ancillary areas that are part of a road, motorway or state highway 
operated by a road controlling authority) or rail corridor that 
complies with Standard E8.6.1 and Standard E8.6.4.1 

RD 

(A6) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from compacted 
metal surfaces ancillary to rural production activities, including 
hardstands and tracks, that complies with Standard E8.6.1 

P 

(A7) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious 
areas up to 5,000m2 outside an urban area that complies with 
Standard E8.6.1 and Standard E8.6.2.4 

P 

(A8) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious 
areas up to 1,000m2 within an urban area where a connection to a 
stormwater network is not possible, that complies with Standard 
E8.6.1 

P 

(A9) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious 
areas greater than 1,000m2 and up to 5,000m2 within an urban 
area, that complies with Standard E8.6.1 and Standard E8.6.3.1 

C 

(A10) All other diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas not otherwise provided for 

D 

Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious areas involving a 
stormwater network onto land or into water or to the coastal marine area 
pursuant to sections 14 and 15 of the Resource Management Act 1991 [rcp/rp] 
(A11) Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from an existing or a 

new stormwater network  
D 
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E8.5. Notification 

 An application for resource consent for a controlled activity listed in Table E8.4.1 (1)
Activity table above will be considered without public or limited notification or the 
need to obtain written approval from affected parties unless the Council decides 
that special circumstances exist under section 95A(4) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991.  

 Any application for resource consent for an activity listed in Table E8.4.1 Activity (2)
table and which is not listed in E8.5(1) will be subject to the normal tests for 
notification under the relevant sections of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

 When deciding who is an affected person in relation to any activity for the (3)
purposes of section 95E of the Resource Management Act 1991 the Council will 
give specific consideration to those persons listed in Rule C1.13(4). 

E8.6. Standards 

 General standards E8.6.1.

All permitted activities, controlled activities and restricted discretionary activities listed 
in Table E8.4.1 Activity table must meet the following standards, except for activity 
E8.4.1(A1) Stormwater runoff from lawfully established impervious areas directed 
into an authorised stormwater network or a combined sewer network. 

(1) The design of the proposed stormwater management device(s) must be 
consistent with any relevant precinct plan that addresses or addressed 
stormwater matters. 

(2) The diversion and discharge must not cause or increase scouring or erosion 
at the point of discharge or downstream.  

(3) The diversion and discharge must not result in or increase the following: 

(a) flooding of other properties in rainfall events up to the 10 per cent annual 
exceedance probability (AEP); or  

(b) inundation of buildings on other properties in events up to the 1 per cent 
annual exceedance probability (AEP).  

(4) The diversion and discharge must not cause or increase nuisance or damage 
to other properties. 

(5) The diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff must not give rise to the 
following in any surface water or coastal water: 

(a) the production of conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or 
floatable or suspended materials; 

(b) any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; 

(c) any emission of objectionable odour;  
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(d) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; 
or 

(e) any significant adverse effects on aquatic life.  

(1) Where the diversion and discharge is to ground soakage, groundwater 
recharge or peat soil areas any existing requirements for ground soakage, 
including devices to manage discharges or soakage, must be complied 
with. 

Note 1 

For the purposes of these standards “‘the total impervious area” includes any 
additional impervious areas plus existing impervious areas on the site.  

 Permitted activity standards E8.6.2.

Activities listed as a permitted activity in Table E8.4.1 Activity table must comply with 
the following permitted activity standards.  

E8.6.2.1. Diversion of stormwater runoff from lawfully established 
impervious areas directed into an authorised stormwater 
network or a combined sewer network 

(1) The impervious area was lawfully established as of the date this rule 
becomes operative or the diversion does not increase stormwater runoff 
to the combined sewer network (unless the increase is approved by the 
combined sewer network operator). 

E8.6.2.2. Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from lawfully 
established impervious areas as at 30 September 2013 not 
directed to a stormwater network or a combined sewer network  

(1) As a result of a new land use activity, a change in land use or the removal 
of existing stormwater management measures, stormwater flows and 
volumes from the existing impervious areas must not be increased above 
those that would result from lawfully established impervious areas existing 
as of 30 September 2013.  

(2) As a result of a new land use activity, a change in land use or the removal 
of existing stormwater treatment measures the concentration and load of 
contaminants in stormwater flows from existing impervious areas must not 
be increased above those that would result from lawfully established 
impervious areas existing as of 30 September 2013.  

(3) Any road ancillary area must not be used for: 

(a) storage of roading and building materials that are not inert for more 
than 30 days continuously; or 

(b) works / building yards.  
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(4) Any existing stormwater management devices must not be reduced, and 
the location of the discharge must not change.  

E8.6.2.3. Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas up to 5,000m2 of road (which include road 
ancillary areas that are part of a road, motorway or state 
highway operated by a road controlling authority) or rail 
corridor 

(1) Any road ancillary area must not be used for: 

(a) storage of roading and building materials that are not inert for more 
than 30 days continuously; and 

(b) works / building yards. 

E8.6.2.4. Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas up to 5,000m2 outside an urban area  

(1) The total impervious area on the site excludes unsealed or gravelled 
tracks.  

(2) Connection to a stormwater network is not practicable.  

 Controlled activity standards E8.6.3.

Activities listed as controlled activities in Table E8.4.1 Activity table must comply with 
the following controlled activity standard.  

E8.6.3.1. Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
impervious areas greater than 1000m2 and up to 5000m2 within 
an urban area  

(1) Where stormwater runoff from an impervious area is discharged into a 
stream receiving environment, it must be managed by a stormwater 
management device and meet the following hydrology mitigation 
requirements: 

(a) provide retention (volume reduction) of a minimum of 5mm runoff 
depth for all impervious areas; and 

(b) provide detention (temporary storage) with a draindown period of 24 
hours for the difference between the pre-development and post-
development runoff volumes from the 95th percentile, 24 hour rainfall 
event minus the retention volume for all impervious areas.  

(2) Stormwater management devices must be provided to reduce or remove 
contaminants from the impervious area to the maximum extent applying 
best practicable options.  
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 Restricted discretionary activity standards E8.6.4.

Activities listed as restricted discretionary in Table E8.4.1 Activity table must comply 
with the following restricted activity standard.  

E8.6.4.1. Diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from 
additional impervious areas greater than 5,000m2 of road (which 
include road ancillary areas that are part of a road, motorway or 
state highway operated by a road controlling authority) or rail 
corridor 

(1) Where stormwater runoff is directed to an existing stormwater network, 
including road side drainages, swales and catchpits, these must be 
managed and maintained to ensure effective operation and to prevent 
erosion, sediment generation and discharge. 

(2) Any road ancillary area must not be used for: 

(a) storage of roading and building materials that are not inert for more 
than 30 days continuously;  

(b) works / building yards. 

(3) Where stormwater runoff from an impervious area is discharged into a 
stream receiving environment, it must be managed by a stormwater 
management device to meet the hydrology mitigation requirements 
specified in Table E10.6.3.1.1 Hydrology mitigation requirements. 

(4) Stormwater management devices must be provided to reduce or remove 
contaminants from stormwater runoff.  

E8.7. Assessment – controlled activities 

 Matters of control E8.7.1.

The Council will reserve its control to all of the following matters when assessing a 
controlled activity resource consent application: 

(1) for diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious areas 
greater than 1,000m2 and up to 5,000m2 within an urban area: 

(a) management of adverse effects on receiving environments, buildings and 
property; 

(b) management of stormwater flows and contaminants including methods to 
minimise contaminants and where appropriate the use of stormwater 
management devices; 

(c) measures to avoid erosion, scour and flood risk; 

(d) location of the discharge point(s) and method of discharge and disposal;  
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(e) operation and maintenance requirements;  

(f) monitoring and reporting; and  

(g) duration of the consent and the timing and nature of reviews of consent 
conditions. 

 Assessment criteria E8.7.2.

The Council will consider the relevant assessment criteria below for controlled 
activities: 

(1) for diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from impervious areas 
greater than 1,000m2 and up to 5,000m2 within an urban area: 

(a) whether adverse effects on the environment including buildings and 
property have been avoided or otherwise managed and mitigated through 
management practices; 

(b) whether the proposal has considered any relevant stormwater network 
discharge consent, and/or precinct plan provisions; 

(c) whether stormwater flows and contaminants have been minimised or 
managed by using stormwater management devices; 

(d) whether the location and design of any discharge structures adequately 
minimise erosion and scour at the discharge point; and 

(e) whether any requirements for soakage, where this is the stormwater runoff 
disposal method, or infiltration in areas underlain by peat soils, are met.  

E8.8. Assessment – restricted discretionary activities 

 Matters of discretion E8.8.1.

The Council will restrict its discretion to all of the following matters when assessing a 
restricted discretionary resource consent application: 

(1) for diversion of stormwater runoff from lawfully established impervious areas 
directed into an authorised stormwater network or a combined sewer network 
that does not comply with Standard E8.6.2.1: 

(a) measures to mitigate additional stormwater flows and potential increases 
in overflows from the combined sewer network, including future 
connection to a stormwater network should one become available; 

(b) alternative methods of disposal; 

(c) effects on the operation and management of the combined sewer network; 

(d) operations and maintenance requirements; 

(e) monitoring and reporting; 
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(f) the duration of the consent and the timing and nature of reviews of consent 
conditions. 

(2) for diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from additional impervious 
areas greater than 5,000m2 of road (which include road ancillary areas that 
are part of a road, motorway or state highway operated by a road controlling 
authority) or rail corridor: 

(a) the methods proposed for the management of the adverse effects on 
receiving environments, including cumulative effects, having regard to: 

(i) the nature, volume and peak flow of the stormwater runoff discharge; 

(ii) the sensitivity of the receiving environment to stormwater runoff 
contaminants and flows; 

(iii) the extent to which opportunities to reduce existing adverse effects 
and enhance receiving environments have been identified and utilised; 

(iv) where stormwater runoff is discharged to a stream receiving 
environment, the extent to which the diversion and discharge is 
managed to achieve the following: 

• maintain baseflow and interflow at the predevelopment 
conditions; 

• reduce the duration and intensity of flows which will cause 
erosion and habitat degradation;  

•  reduce runoff volumes to pre-development conditions; and 

• utilise natural flow paths and streams to help slow down water 
flows; and 

(v) the extent to which effects on marine sediment quality, are avoided, 
remedied or mitigated. 

(b) the measures proposed for the management of the adverse effects of the 
stormwater runoff diversion and discharge on receiving environments 
having regard to best practicable options; 

(c) the measures proposed for the implementation of stormwater 
management devices and other measures and programmes that give 
effect to the best practicable option; 

(d) the methods proposed for the management and mitigation of flood effects 
and flood risks, including effects on buildings and property; 

(e) the likely effectiveness of the proposed methods and measures to avoid 
land instability, erosion, scour and flood risk to buildings and property; 
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(f) the likely effectiveness of the proposed location, design and method of the 
discharge in managing or mitigating potential adverse effects on the 
environment; 

(g) the methods proposed for the management of stormwater flow and 
contaminants and for the implementation of stormwater management 
devices and other measures; 

(h) the proposed methods for stormwater runoff disposal through soakage, or 
infiltration having regard to the need for managing water levels in 
underlying peat soils and for ground stability, where those conditions are 
relevant; 

(i) the extent to which effects on Mana Whenua values are avoided remedied 
or mitigated; 

(j) the likely effectiveness of the proposed operations and maintenance 
requirements in ensuring the ongoing and long-term management of 
adverse effects on the environment; 

(k) the extent to which proposal for monitoring and reporting are likely to be 
sufficient to ensure that any performance failures are addressed without 
undue delay; and 

(l) the proposed duration of the consent and the timing and nature of reviews 
of consent conditions having regard to: 

(i) the need to periodically reassess the consent to take account of any 
changes in the nature of the discharge or the receiving environment; 
and  

(ii) the need to set duration and review periods having regard to efficiency 
and effectiveness. 

 Assessment criteria E8.8.2.

The Council will have regard to the following policies when considering the matters 
listed above: 

(1) for diversion of stormwater runoff from lawfully established impervious areas 
directed into an authorised stormwater network or a combined sewer network 
that does not comply with Standard E8.6.2.1: 

 policies E1.3 (8), (9), (10), (11), (13), (14) and (20) in E1 Water quality and (a)
integrated management 

(2) for diversion and discharge of stormwater runoff from additional impervious 
areas greater than 5,000m2 of road (which include road ancillary areas that 
are part of a road, motorway or state highway operated by a road controlling 
authority) or rail corridor: 
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(a) policies E1.3(1) to (14) in E1 Water quality and integrated management. 

E8.9. Special information requirements 

There are no special information requirements in this section.  
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